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Former Oakland A’s star Herb 
Washington charges McDonald’s 
redlined his franchise locations

The Mid-South Tribune

Omar Brown named VP, 
People & Culture Officer 
at Big Ten Conference 

Meet some of 
BIHMST sports  
correspondents

 William M. Larsha, Jr.

Ashley Braun Gendek

BIH MST Travelers, join  
correspondents 

William M. Larsha, Jr. 
 and 

Ashley Braun Gendek  
in their sports 

coverage of University of 
Memphis Tigers, Memphis 
Grizzlies, Memphis Red-
birds,Tennessee Titans, 

Southern Heritage Classic,  
World Golf Championships-
FedEx St. Jude Invitational ,  

Soccer, and 
much, much more on  

The Mid-South Tribune  
and the Black 

Information Highway at 
www.blackinformation 

highway . com 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Fighting Prostate Cancer in 
Mississippi Delta  
see sports page 2 

*** 
National Clays Assoc. Cham-
pionship Powered by Win-
chester for Ladies Cup  
see sports page 4 

*** 
Erica McKinley and Adam 
Neuman Promoted in Big 
Ten Conference 
see sports-ent. page 5 

*** 
John Cox Wins MLF Pro Cir-
cuit Event at Lewis Smith 
Lake Tournaments...  
see sports page 3 

*** 
Chappelear, Abrey & Jones 
Named to AAC Soccer 
Honor Rolls... see  sports 
pages 2 and 3

Memphis Tigers will  face 
Dayton in NIT first round 
as a one seed; ESPN to air

“Targeted for Extinction”: 
Former Michigan State Uni-
versity Track Star and Oak-
land A’s Player Herb 
Washington’s Civil Rights 
Lawsuit Details How McDon-
ald’s “Redlines” Black Owners 
Into Sub-Par Locations and Is 
Now Driving Black Franchi-
sees Out of Its System. 
  
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Herb 
Washington, a college track star 
at Michigan State University, 
former Oakland A’s player, com-
munity leader, and one of the 
most notable success stories in 
Black American business history, 
filed a civil rights lawsuit on Feb-
ruary 16 against fast-food giant 
McDonald’s, exposing the com-
pany’s campaign of racial dis-
crimination and retaliation 
against him as a Black franchi-
see. The complaint filed by the 
law firm Peiffer Wolf Carr Kane 
& Conway details how McDon-
alds “redlined” Washington and 
other Black store owners into its 
least desirable locations, with-
held advantages provided to 
white store owners, and then, in 
the case of Washington, system-
atically dismantled his 27-store 
chain empire in New York, Penn-

sylvania and Ohio – forcing him 
to sell seven stores in the last 
three years, in every case, to 
white owners.   
   Despite McDonald’s hostility 
to Black franchise owners and 
being relegated to sub-par loca-
tions with an average of 
$700,000 less in annual sales per 
store than white owners, Wash-
ington became the largest Black 
McDonald’s restaurant operator 
in the United States. Washington 
succeeded against incredible 
odds posed in the form of ob-
stacles created by McDonald’s to 
impede and undermine Black 
store owners. McDonald’s put 
the screws to Washington when 
he objected to its discriminatory 
treatment of himself and other 
Black store owners, saying that 

he is “not a house negro and will 
not be treated like one.” 
Herb Washington said: “There 
are two McDonald’s systems: 
one that is designed for white 
owners to flourish and grow and 
another that is designed to pi-
geonhole and oppress Black 
owners. I will no longer give up 
my seat on the bus for white fran-
chisees. After four decades in the 
McDonald’s system, I have been 
targeted for extinction. When I 
stood up for myself and other 
Black franchisees, McDonald’s 
began dismantling my life’s 
work, forcing me to sell one store 
after another to white operators. 
At the very same time, McDon-
ald’s deemed my 35-year-old son 
ineligible to purchase any stores. 
While it may look like a multi-

rest of the NIT will be played at 
Comerica Center in Frisco, 
Texas. 
  Tickets for Memphis' first-
round game at UNT Coliseum 
can be purchased at 
www.MeanGreenTickets.com. 
Later games at Comerica Center 
can be purchased at www.Come-
ricaCenter.com. Tickets will not 
be sold through the Memphis 
Ticket Office. 
  The Tigers (16-8) advanced to 
the semifinals of the American 
Athletic Conference Tournament 
before a heartbreaking 76-74 

Herb Washington

 Athlete-businessman Washington sues American premier restaurant chain 
for restricting him from owning McDonald’s franchises in predominantly 
White areas. Washington presently owns several McDonald’s.

Please see sports page 4

Grizz Gaming selects 
four gamers in 2021 
NBA 2K League draft
 MEMPHIS, TN. — Grizz Gam-
ing, the Memphis Grizzlies’ NBA 
2K League team, on March 15 
selected two gamers in the first 
round of the 2021 NBA 2K 
League Draft and two gamers in 
the second round. The team se-
lected Spartxn (Josh McHatten) 
with the 14th overall pick, Chess 
(Kory Taylor) with the 16th over-
all pick, follow THEGOD (Kwan 
Niblack Jr.) with the 32nd pick 

and DDouble (Dan Davis) with 
the 36th overall pick. 
Round 1- Josh McHatten, Pos. 
PF; State/Country: 
Wisconsin/USA; Gametag 
Spartxn; Twitter Handle, 
@KSPARTX   
 Round 1 - Kory Taylor; Pos. 
SG; State/Country - 
Michigan/USA; Gametag: 
Chess; Twitter Handle Chess2K 

ROSEMONT, Ill., March 15, 
2021 /PRNewswire/ -- Big Ten 
Conference named Omar Brown 
vice president, people & culture 
officer. In a newly created role, 
Brown drives diversity, equity 
and inclusion initiatives through-
out the conference, such as the 
Equality Coalition and the Advi-
sory Commission. Brown will 
lead all human capital efforts for 
conference staff including talent 
acquisition, professional devel-
opment and performance man-
agement. 
 "Omar is a talented, strategic and 
insightful business leader who is 
gifted in building organizational 
culture while empowering 
people," said Big Ten Conference 
Commissioner Kevin Warren. "I 
look forward to working collabo-
ratively with Omar to create a 
best-in-class environment within 

Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s 
inspires families to Keep Fishin’ 

MEMPHIS, TN. – The Memphis 
Tigers have been named a one-
seed in the 2021 National Invita-
tion Tournament and will face 
fourth-seeded Dayton on Sat-
urday in the first round at UNT 
Coliseum in Denton, Texas. Tip-
time is 11 a.m. on ESPN. 
  Should the Tigers defeat Dayton 
(14-9), they will face either Boise 
State or SMU in the quarterfinals 
on Thursday, March 25. The 
semifinals are on Saturday, 
March 27, with the third-place 
and NIT championship games on 
Sunday, March 28. Other than 
Saturday's first-round game, the 

Customers can save up to $150 
when they trade in used gear to 
help connect more kids with the 
outdoors 
 SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – While 
millions of Americans rediscov-
ered the joy of fishing throughout 
2020, Bass Pro Shops and 
Cabela’s is inspiring families to 
“Keep Fishin’” with the return of 
spring and its largest annual fish-
ing event, the Spring Fishing 
Classic. The annual event takes 
place now through  March 31 in 
all Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s 
stores and online. 
The events of 2020 resulted in 
unprecedented numbers of Amer-
icans getting back to nature, with 
a record number of state fishing 
licenses sold across the country. 
To help encourage even more 

Please see sports page 4

people to take up the sport and 
get outside, Bass Pro Shops and 
Cabela’s is inviting customers to 
trade in their used rods and reels 
in exchange for big savings while 
donating the used gear to local 
nonprofit organizations that con-
nect kids with nature. 
 Save up to $150 with trade-in 
Customers who donate used rods 
and reels in working order can 
receive trade-in savings of up to 
$150 on the purchase of a new 
rod and reel. The used fishing 
equipment will be donated to 
local nonprofit organizations. In 
the last five years, Bass Pro 
Shops and Cabela’s has donated 
more than 400,000 products to 
youth-focused nonprofit organi-

Please see sports page 3

Ellis named to AAC All-Tournament Team

Please see sports page 2

Omar Brown
the Big Ten Conference office." 
Brown brings a people-centric 
approach to the conference, lev-
eraging his strengths in com-
munications, organizational 

Please see sports-ent. 5


